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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the AMENDMENT entered with filing 
of RCE on August 23, 2006. 

2. The pending claims 1-2 are examined herein as follows: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims land 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sim, Seng-Wook et al (European Patent Application Publication No. (EP 
1039 768 A2) in view of Kinnunen et al (2001/0021649). 

Mobile messaging encompasses a number of technologies and services, 
enabling the exchange of messages between mobile users. The present 
invention is an improvement over the existing mobile messaging, that is, Short 
Messaging Service (SMS). The service allows the transfer of short text messages 
between mobile users. Similarly, Sim et al (EP 1 039 768 A2) is also directed to 
the same invention. Consequently Sim et al also anticipates the claims of the 
current invention. 
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With regard to claim 1 : 

As illustrated in Figs. 5, 6A and 6B and as described in paragraphs 
[0051]-[0058], Sim discloses a method similar with the present invention, that 
is, Sim discloses a method of transmitting data, such as graphic data (using a 
data transmitting apparatus of Fig. 2) for a digital mobile phone using a short 
message service (SMS). The method of Sim also discloses data storage section 
for storing the transmitted and received short message service blocks (Fig. 2, 
#28, [0025], [0032]). 

The method also discloses selecting and reading out the graphic data out 
of a plurality of stored graphic data for transmission (Sim, paragraphs 52 and 
53). 

The method also discloses views illustrating the display state, displaying 
the selected image file on a display of the mobile phone (see Fig. 9A, the third 
screen, wherein the selected [1]: A is displayed for read out, also see 
paragraphs 52-53). 

The method also discloses confirming the displayed image by marking or 
selecting the graphic data, e.g., the selection [1]: A, the user desires to transmit 
to another device (Fig. 9 A, third screen, paragraphs 53-54). As illustrated in 
Fig. 9, the user accepts or confirms the displayed graphic data to be 
transmitted to the indicated/ displayed destination. 



Application/Control Number: 09/928,798 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2173 

The method also discloses inputting (or accepting) originating and 
terminating (destination) phone numbers in which information is exchanged 
(Sim, paragraph 52). 

The method further discloses transmitting the SMS message having 
graphic data and header information (or user data) for indicating (or visually 
recognize) to the receiver phone the type of data received (Sim, paragraph 54); 

As illustrated in Figs. 7, 8A and 8A and as described in paragraphs 
[0059]-[0067], Sim discloses a method similar with the present invention, that 
is, Sim discloses a method of receiving data, such as graphic data (using a data 
receiving apparatus of Fig. 3) for a digital mobile phone using a short message 
service (SMS). As described in the above paragraphs, especially in paragraph 
61, Sim describes the receiving step recited in the claim, receiving the 
transmitted SMS message having data of the image file or graphic data and the 
header information (as shown in Fig. 4) in the received mobile phone having 
memory (fig. 3, #33) for storing image file. Sim also describes, especially in 
paragraph 62, storing the received graphic data in permanent storage location 
(e.g., memory 33). 

Furthermore, Sim describes flash memory (38) or temporary storage 
section 38 for storing the graphic data (par. 46). While Sim discloses outputting 
graphic image (Fig. 9A), Sim, however, does not describe outputting an alarm 
and displaying a predetermined icon for SMS message having data of the image 
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file if the header information indicates the image message. Kinnunen discloses 
a user interface for a radiotelephone. Kinnunen further discloses that the 
receiver is initially presented with a message header screen 1 1 (FIG. 3) setting 
out details 12 of the message including warnings of any content which may 
alarm or otherwise disturb the recipient such as the presence of loud sounds 
and the like. The message header might also list the requirements for reading 
the file. For example, the file may contain a video clip that may be displayed 
on a television (par. 21). Thus, the header information indicates what type of 
content the handset has received or outputted. The header information in this 
regard serves as a feedback to the user. Kinnunen and Sim are analogous art 
because they are from the same field of endeavor, data communication via 
mobile phone. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the above teaching of Kinnunen 
with Sim so that based on the alarm received in the header information, that 
serves as a feedback or notification, the user will know what type of data he is 
dealing with or interacting with without surprising himself/ herself. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to combine Kinnunen with Sim to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 1 . 

With regard to claim 2: 

Sim in view of Kinnunen further discloses transmitting the graphic data 
in a plurality of repeated (successive) SMS message block (Fig. 4) if the data 
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amount of the graphic data is judged to exceed the final bit allowed for the SMS 
block (Sim, Figs. 6A and 6B, paragraphs 25, 39, and 57). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 2 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior 
arts of record in the body of this action for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art 
and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other 
passages and Figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the 
applicant, in preparing the response, to consider fully the entire references as 
potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context 
of the passage as taught by the prior arts or disclosed by the examiner. 

6. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the patent application information retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published application may be obtained from either Private -PAIR or Public- 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private-PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, please see 
pair-direct.uspto.gov web site. Should you have questions regarding access to 
the PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the Examiner should be directed to Tadesse Hailu, whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-4051. The Examiner can normally be reached on M-F 
from 10:30-7:00 ET. If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, Kincaid, Kristine, can be reached at 
(571) 272-4063 Art Unit 2173 and 2174. 

(Examiner Tadesse JfaiCu 
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